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NOVEMBER SWFAS MEETING
RELOCATED TO
THE MOUND HOUSE

The November 2005 monthly meet-
ing of the Southwest Florida Ar-
chaeological Society will be held on
Wednesday November 16" at 7pm.
We will meet at The Mound House in
Fort Myers Beach. (FEMA is using
our usual meeting room for Wilma
recovery efforts.) See directions and
maps on the last page.

Ryan Wheeler is again our speaker.
Dr. Wheeler's talk is titled: Seven
Thousand Years of Canoes in Flor-
ida or Up a Creek without a Paddle.

The discovery of over 100 dugout
canoes buried in the sediments of a
north-central Flor-
ida lake during
the drought of
2000 revitalized
interest in Flor-
ida's  prehistoric
canoeing heri-
tage.

Periodic and re-
gional  droughts
throughout the
last 100 vyears
have revealed
over 400 ar-
. chaeological sites

that have dugout canoes, making
Florida the record-holder for greatest
number of prehistoric boats perhaps
anywhere in the Americas. Despite
the great public in-
terest in dugout ca-
noes archaeologists
have had a difficult
time telling the story
of these ancient
boats.

The discovery at
Newnans Lake, :
near Gainesville,

was significant be- P

cause many of the
canoes studied
were from the Late
Archaic period, dat-
ing between 2300
and 5000 vyears
ago. Prior to this
find few Archaic
canoes were
known. The New- i
nans Lake canoes g
demonstrated that
early canoes are
similar to more re-
cent canoes, help-
ing to confirm that
Middle and Late Ar-
chaic groups had
boat building and
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related technologies in place 7000
years ago.

Ryan has academic degrees from
Florida Atlantic University and the
University of Florida, where he
earned a Ph.D. in Anthropology in
1996. He has published over twenty
papers and monographs, including
articles in Florida Scientist, Florida
Historical Quarterly, The Florida An-
thropologist, and American Antiquity.
Ryan's monograph, Treasure of the
Calusa: the Johnson/Willcox Collec-
tion from Mound Key, Florida, is one
of the few studies of the powerful
Calusa tribe during the European
contact period. Ryan is the Chief of
the Bureau of Archaeological Re-
search and State Archaeologist.
Along with an academic interest in
prehistoric art and wet site archae-
ology, Ryan deals with long-term
management of cultural resources
on publicly owned property.

The public is invited to attend.
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Lab Rats after boarding up the Lab. From leftight; Jan Gooihg,
Jean Belknap, Jack Thompson, Liz Clement, Jackdyarv

WILMA SLAMS LAB AND LOSES

Hurricane Wilma slammed into the
Craighead Laboratory but failed to
make a dent on October 24. Well,

maybe a ding when a falling tree
clipped a roof gutter.

Luck helped but perhaps the main
reason was the strong frame of
Frank Craighead’s little botany field
station, as restored and modernized
when it was moved to the Collier
County Museum grounds. And we
like to think our efforts in building
and installing hurricane shutters
helped too.

Apparently no other Museum build-
ings were damaged either, but a
great many trees and shrubs on the
grounds were uprooted or broken.
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The Lab is seen behind a welter of
foliage and the trunk of a downed

royal palm. Hurricane trash on
sidewalks made negotiating them
like climbing through a jungle.

The “backyard” of the Lab is a jum-
ble of scattered material under two
fallen trees. It won’t be navigable for
weeks, although Tim England of the
Collier County Museum staff hopes
to have the main walks open to visi-
tors in a few days.



WE WANT YOUR
EMAIL ADDRESS

Our Membership Secretary Charlie
Strader sends the following:

Dear Members:

| need your help. | am trying to update

email addresses in our membership files.
A more complete list can serve SWFAS
and you in several ways. Via email

broadcasts we could:

1. Notify of new upcoming events that
did not have time to get in the newslet-
ter.

2. Send meeting reminders and notices
to increase attendance.

3. And the big one - for those willing,
we could send out the monthly newslet-
ter as a PDF file in color. You would not
only receive it sooner and save a tree,
but also save SWFAS around $12 a year.
Please notify me if you are willing to re-
ceive the newsletter digitally and save us
the snail mail.

Also, please check the current list on the
sign-in desk at the next meeting. If we
don’t already have your email address,
please add it to the list or contact me.
This request is also to other FAS chap-
ters, or anyone receiving our newsletter.
You may email me at:

charlie@Explorationsinc.com

or call me at 239-992-9660 and if long
distance at 800-446-9660. You may also
view the current and past newsletters
online at our website at:

www.explorationsinc.com/swfl-archaeology

Thanks for your assistance and we prom-
ise not to spam you or give email ad-
dresses to other organizations or busi-
nesses.

MARCO ISLAND HISTORICAL
SOCIETY LECTURE SERIES

CONTINUES
On December 6, 2005 at Mackle
Park, 7:00 p.m. Willam H.

Marquardt, will speak on A New Vi-
sion of the Pineland Site Complex.

His talk will focus
on his recent re-
assessment with
Dr. Karen Walker
of the appear-
ance of the Pine-
land Site Com-
plex. Based in
part on Frank
Cushing’s 1895 and 1896 notes and
sketch maps recently discovered by
Phyllis Kolianos, Marquardt and
Walker now envision a much more
complex site and a repositioned ca-
nal route.

Dr Marquardt has done archaeologi-
cal research in New Mexico, Ken-
tucky, South Carolina, Georgia, Flor-
ida and Burgundy (France). Since
1985, he has directed the southwest
Florida Project, focused on the an-
cient domain of the Calusa Indians
(present day Charlotte, Lee and Col-
lier counties). He has also been in-
strumental in the establishment of
the Randell Research Center, a re-
search and education center at Pine-
land, near Fort Myers.

RANDELL RESEARCH CENTER
EXPANDS

The RCC received $148,000 in
matching funds from the State of
Florida through the Alec Courtelis



Capital Facilities Enhancement Chal-
lenge Grant Program, which doubles
the amount previously raised by the
RRC to construct its new classroom
facility at the teaching pavilion near
the site entrance. Construction on
the new classroom with seating for
50 people will begin this fall with
scheduled completion in the spring
of 2006.

The RRC was also recently awarded
a grant of $122,700 from the Florida
Division of Forestry through its Ur-
ban Forestry Emergency Hurricane
Supplemental Grant program. The
grant provides for exotic vegetation
control and planting of many hun-
dreds of new native trees at the
Pineland site.

WARM MINERAL SPRINGS
/LITTLE SALT SPRINGS
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY
On November 9, 7:00 pm at North
Port Public Library, North Port, Flor-
ida, Margo Schwardren, archaeolo-
gist with the National Park Service,
will present her exciting research in
the Everglades. Schwardren has
been working with a team of archae-
ologists from the NPS for the last
several years and has recovered
some interesting information about
the occupation of the little-known
area of south Florida. For more in-
formation or directions, contact
WMS/LSSAS Secretary Hilda Boron

at (941) 426-1719

GEOLOGY RULES
by Jack Harvey
This Month — Waltzing Continents

Plate tectonics teaches that the sur-
face of the earth is somewhat like
the shell of a hardboiled egg cracked
for peeling.

The egg white corresponds to the
semi-molten mantle layer of the
planet. On a grand scale of millions
of years, it is turbulent. And a new
gyre, a roil slowly began. This raoll
exerted a tearing, spreading force on
the super continent above it. Very
gradually, over many millions of
years, rifts began to form in Pan-
gaea. One tore through its heart,
forming what we now call the east
coast of North and South America,
and the west coast of Europe and Af-
rica.

Continents 100 million years ago.

The above map of ancient Pangaea
100 million years ago is simplified
but shows the relative locations of
landmasses that gradually drifted to
their present positions. North Amer-



ica rotated, separating to form the
Caribbean Sea and the Gulf of Mex-
ico.

As the ancient pieces of Pangaea
separated, the mantle beneath hard-
ened into new sea floor, which itself
continued to separate at a line we
call the mid-ocean ridge. This line is
marked by nearly continuous vol-
canic activity, building land such as
Iceland, the Azores and Ascension
Island.

Land also forms when plates collide
and slide over each other, causing
one to rise and the other to sink.
The sliding friction generates more
volcanoes blowing up through the
layered plates. Some mountain
ranges along the west coasts of the
Americas formed this way.

The new sea floor under the Carib-
bean broke free of South America to
become an independent tectonic
plate with active volcanoes forming a
ring of fire around it. This created
Central America, Cuba, Hispaniola,
Porto Rico, Virgin, Leeward and
Windward Islands, through Trinidad.
With some exceptions, these are all
new land created by volcanoes or
plate collisions since the breakup of
Pangaea. The Caribbean plate col-
liding with the Atlantic plate may
have caused the deep-sea trench
north of Puerto Rico.

Although there was now space for it,
South Florida still didn't exist. The
new sea floor under South Florida’s
location remained stable and volca-
noes didn’'t push up new mountains
containing hard rocks suitable for
stone axes or Clovis points.

But there are other ways to make
land. Some depend on actions of

wind, water and
change.

temperature

Much new land is formed by erosion
of existing land. Fragments and dust
from rock at high elevation is carried
by wind and rainfall to rivers and
hence to the sea. Geologists call
this material “clastic” (from the Greek
word klastos for broken) and we call
it beach sand. Coast-paralleling cur-
rents build it into barrier islands and
sandbars in a process called littoral
drift. Points of land often have con-
verging longshore currents that re-
sult in the point being extended to a
peninsula. But barrier island and
sandbars are notoriously imperma-
nent.

Where did the solid land of South
Florida come from?

A noted professional geologist,
Thomas M. Missimer of Cape Coral,
said in 1984, “Since no two geolo-
gists seem to share the same opin-
ion regarding the stratigraphic termi-
nology or formation ages of the
south Florida stratigraphic section, a
generalized approach to the descrip-
tion of the geology is herein utilized.”

Wow!  Thirty-five words to say,
“We're not real sure!” T'll follow his
lead giving general answers, the first
one being that our non-volcanic
permanent land was formed in sev-
eral different ways. And those ways
are stuck together by a curious
property of calcium carbonate,
CaCOs3;. We met this chemical ear-
lier when we talked about Living
Stones and how biology solved the
problem of durable exoskeletons,
giving early South Floridians ham-
mers and axes.

Next time, cementing South Florida.



DIRECTIONS TO MOUND HOUSE

From the north take I-75 exit 131,
Daniels Parkway West. Follow signs
for Fort Myers Beach along Daniels
Parkway, Six Mile Cypress, Sum-
merlin Road, and San Carlos Boule-
vard to Estero Boulevard in Fort
Myers Beach. Continue on Estero
Boulevard 1.6 miles southeast, to
Connecticut Street. Turn left and
see “At Connecticut Street” below.

From Naples and points south, take
I-75 to exit 116 and follow Bonita
Beach Road (CR 865) 5.8 miles to
the beach. Continue on 865 north-
west along the beach for 10.4 miles
to Connecticut Street. Turn right 4.2
miles past Big Carlos Pass bridge.

At Connecticut Street , go all the
way to the Bay end. The Mound
House gate is the last exit before the
dead end at the Bay.

ABOUT SWFAS
The Directorate:
President — Corbett Torrence
1% VP — Theresa Schober
2" VP — Tom Franchino
Recording Secretary — Jo Ann Grey
Treasurer — Charlie Strader
Membership — Charlie Strader
SWFAS Committees:
Field — John Beriault
Lab — Jack Thompson
Hospitality — Jeanne Sanders
Education — Dr. John Worth
Finance — Charlie Strader
Publicity — Victoria Rans
To Join: Address your check to:
The Southwest Florida Archaeological So-
ciety,
PO Box 9965,
Naples FL 34101.
Dues are:
Individual - $20. Sustaining - $50.
Family - $35. Student - $15.

QUESTIONS, comments or contributions to
the newsletter: Betsy McCarthy, 909-8 Au-
gusta Blvd., Naples, FL, 34113, or e-mail:
popismom@hotmail.com
or groucho@naples.net
Board meetings: 2" Wednesday of
the month at 7 PM, Hampton Inn,

Bonita Springs




